Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 TAIPEI 06097 171024Z 
12 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CPR-01 SY-05 USSS-00 SS-15 NSC-05 PRS-01 

CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /044W 

002055 

R 170954Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7053 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 6097 

EO 11652 GDS 

TAGES PINR OVIP (CHIANG, MEI-LING SOONG), TW 
SUBJECT: TRAVELS OF MADAME CHIANG 

REF: TAIPEI 5987 

1. WHILE WE HAVE NO DEFINITE INFORMATION ON HOW LONG MADAME 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK WILL REMAIN IN THE UNITED STATES, IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT SHE MAY BE PLANNING AN EXTENDED VISIT. REFTEL REPORTED 
HER STAY IN NEW YORK WOULD BE "INDEFINITE." THE PRESENTIAL 
AIRCRAFT CARRYING HER AND HER ENTOURAGE TO THE US WILL BE RETURN- 
ING TO TAIPEI WITHOUT HER. FINALLY, TODAY'S (SEPTEMBER 17) 

PAPERS ALL CARRIED A WRITTEN MESSAGE FROM MADAME CHIANG WHICH 
COULD BE READ AS A FAREWELL TO THE PEOPLE OF TAIWAN. (WE 
WILL SEND ENGLISH TEXT AFTER TRANSLATION.) 

2. ON HER LAST VISIT IN 1973 (TO SEE HER AILING SISITER IN 

NEW YORK CITY), MADAME CHIANG REMAINED APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS. 

BUT PRIOR TO THAT IN 1965, SHE REMAINED IN THE US FOR FOURTEEN 
MONTHS. THERE WERE MANY RUMORS LOCALLY AT THAT TIME 
THAT SHE WAS RELUCTANT TO RETURN AND ONLY CAME BACK BECAUSE 
OF PERSONAL APPEALS MADE TO HER TO RETURN FOR THE SAKE OF 
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3. ON THE OTHER HAND, MADAME CHIANG HERSELF USED THE FOLLOWING 
LANGUAGE IN TODAY'S DEPARTURE MESSAGE (TAIPEI’S 6084): "ON THE 
EVE OF MY DEPARTURE FOR A SHORT VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES”. 

4. FOR MOST PEOPLE HERE, A LENGTHY STAY BY MADAME CHIANG IN 
THE UNITED STATES AT PRESENT WOULD HAVE LITTLE POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE BUT WOULD PROBABLY CONFIRM THE VIEWS OF MANY THAT THE 
DAY OF THE OLD GUARD HAS PASSED. IT MIGHT ALSO SUGGEST TO SOME 
THAT SHE HAS LEFT TAIWAN TO FINESSE ANY POSSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS 

(E.G., COMPLICATIONS TO ANY FUTURE PLANS SHE MIGHT HAVE TO 
MOVE TO THE US) SHOULD THE US RECOGNIZE THE PRC. OVERALL, IT 
COULD ALSO BE VIEWED AS AN HISTORICAL FOOTNOTE-THE WIDOW 
OF THE LATE LEADER DEPARTS TAIWAN AND LEAVES IT TO A NEW 
GENERATION OF LEADERS. 
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